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REGULAR MEETING 

 THURSDAY, AUGUST 2, 2018 

7:00 pm – John Weichsel Municipal Center Assembly Room 

196 North Main Street, Southington, CT 

 

 MINUTES   

 

 The Southington Inland Wetlands Agency held a regular meeting on 

Thursday, August 2, 2018 at the John Weichsel Municipal Center 

Assembly Room, 196 North Main Street, Southington, CT. Theresa 

Albanese, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 with the 

following in attendance: 

 Commissioners:  James Sullivan, Christopher Borowy, Michael 

Bunko, William Camp, & Alicia Novi  

 Alternates:  Shari Guarino & Robert Ives 

 Ex-Officio: David Lavallee, Assistant Town Planner 

 Absent:     Jeff Crown, Commissioner   

 The Chair seated Ms. Guarino for Mr. Crown this evening.  A 

quorum was determined.    

 The Pledge of Allegiance to the American Flag was recited by 

everyone in attendance. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes – Regular Meeting of June 7, 2018 

 (Note: No meeting in July, 2018) 

 Mr. Borowy suggested that on the first page, Item #4 for the June 

7
th
, 2018 meeting, regarding the Volpe application, the first large 

paragraph:  Mr. Borowy suggested no towed vehicles . . . and then 

there is where it says cars might have a potential integrity issue and 

that might be the “way” it is on the side of the road.  That should be 

changed to “that might be why it is on the side of the road.”   

Meaning a potential tank failure or something like that that might 

cause contamination of the site being brought to. 

 Mr. Borowy had a question on the phrase “leak off” which is 

quoted.   Is that a technical term?   Mr. Lavallee explained it is 

either a bleed off or a leak off.  It is a paved area where sheet flow 

can go do in a concentrated manner.   Mr. Bovino stated that phrase.  

On the Volpe application, at the back-right hand corner for storm 

water management there is a paved leak off that comes down towards the 

storm water management area.   After the explanation, Mr. Borowy took 

back any comment on that aspect. 
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 Mr. Borowy made a motion to approve the Minutes as amended.  Mr. 

Sullivan seconded.  Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

  

5. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding items 

scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

6. Inland Wetland Applications: 

 A. No New Applications 

 

7. Communications 

 A. Reports from Public, Press and Ex-Officio Members regarding 

items other than those scheduled for action. 

 None this evening. 

 

8. Conservation Issues/Unfinished Business/Miscellaneous 

 - Foot bridge proposal at Crescent Lake – Boy Scout project 

 Mr. Lavallee advised this went before the open space committee 

and they are in favor of it. 

 Craig McPherson, a local Boy Scout working on his Eagle Scout 

project presented.  His project will be to replace a footbridge at 

Crescent Lake.  Currently, the one there is 40’ long.  He will be 

replacing it with one that is 32’ long and the same width and height 

dimensions as there.   Existing dimensions are 40’ long, goes about 2’ 

above the underlying water and just made up of cut up logs.  The 

dimensions are kind of iffy there. 

 His bridge will be made out of cedar.  Each plank is 8’ long.  He 

will make four panels.   He will be doing the labor along with the boy 

scouts in his unit. 

 Currently, his fundraising is about to start.  He is currently 

looking for about $375 in donations, materials and funds.   He will 

ask Home Depot and 84 Lumber if they can help me out by either giving 

me what they can for free or just give a discount on the purchases.  

That’ll help alleviate some of the cost.   After that I’ll be looking 

or donations of money. 

 This is crossing a very intermittent stream.  Kind of a femoral. 
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 The broken-up debris which is the older material has no use.  He 

will remove it from the site and throw it away.    

 Mr. Lavallee said this is before the commission because it is in 

an area that is considered wetlands although this don’t have much 

impact.  It is replacing what was there. 

 As far as the material, it is pretty decayed, so I am okay if you 

are okay with kind of pushing it back into the woods stated Mr. 

Lavallee.  It is not pressure treated or anything like that.  It would 

save a lot of labor trying to take it out.  Put it into the woods 

where it would no disturb too much vegetation.  Out of the channel and 

out of the wetland area.      

 Discussion. 

 The Chair had not problem with the plan as long as it is 

supervised and not much vegetation is being disturbed as the work is 

done.  And, be careful of the placement.  The whole point is not to 

disturb more.  Kind of leave no trace when you are leaving. 

 It is the same exact footprint pretty much.  Craig explained the 

way it lines it, the supports that are still there, they can be used 

for his current bridge because the dimensions line up.  It works out. 

 The original was done in pieces.  This is going to be done in 

sections.  His plan is to make four panels.  And, then someone with a 

trailer or pickup truck can bring that to Crescent Lake and carry them 

in.    

 Discussion of the use of a small boat for transportation of the 

panels. 

 No additional clearing is anticipated.    

 Mr. Lavallee noted it is marshy there and the cedar should do 

well. 

 The Chair added this is a really good project as there is no 

efficient access there right now. 

 Craig said the goal was to build it sometime in September.   

 How fundraising would be done was discussed.   

 A consensus of the commission was that this is a very worthwhile 

project and one that is necessary. Everything being done is in the 

footprint and nothing will be done above and beyond as far as 

disturbing additional areas.   

 We appreciate you decided to do this at Crescent Lake. 

 Accolades to Craig, this is great, stated the Chair. 
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 The Chair asked Craig to come back with pictures and give a 

presentation on the final product.                     

  

 - The Chair brought up an evasive plant workshop which is on 

October 6
th
.   It is a field trip actually.  It’s 9:00 am to 2:00 pm.  

It’s in Avon, Connecticut.   It is regarding the ongoing experiment at 

Fisher Meadows Recreation Area.  It is regarding controlling the 

Japanese barberry.  This was done for the past eleven years it is 

successful.  They’ll talk about the different treated areas, methods, 

et cetera.            

 Discussion. 

 This is really good for our commission if you can go.   It is 

Saturday, October 6
th
 and the cost is $5. 

 Staff will be sending out an email. 

  

 - By Laws.   The Chair asked if we were at a point where we 

need to review and revise them.  Mr. Lavallee said nothing has really 

changed.  There have been legislative updates but that is more for the 

regulations, not the By Laws.   He will review the By Laws and advise 

if review is necessary by the commission at this time.  

 Discussion. 

 

 - The Chair asked if the Conservation Commission had a booth 

or did something at the Apple Harvest Festival to promote wetlands and 

waterbodies.            

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Borowy stated the Chair of the open space committee is going 

to contact Jenn Clock to try to set up a bus ride from the AHF to some 

of the town’s open spaces to give people the opportunity to 

familiarize themselves with the resources.  I’m not sure where that 

stands but I will follow up he concluded.      

 Discussion. 

 Mr. Lavallee some historical aspects of the parcels could be tied 

into the Conservation Commission, probably.   Mr. Lavallee will look 

into it.   They area doing a narrative so maybe they can add that in. 

 No tree markers are done by the commission.  We could consider 

that offered the Chair.  Mr. Lavallee said Youth Services does have a 

program where youth who need community service hours do projects and 

we could look into that. 

 The Chair asked about violations and Mr. Lavallee replied 

everything seems to be good. 
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9. Adjournment 

 Mr. Borowy made a motion to adjourn which Ms. Novi seconded.  

Motion passed unanimously on a voice vote. 

 (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 o’clock, p.m.)  


